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DANBURY BOARD OF EDUCATION 

SITES & FACILITIES COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES 

JANUARY 27, 2022 

 

Present: Michelle Coelho, Albert Russo, Luisa Zagottis-Britton 

Absent: Loren Daly 

Also Present: Rachel Chaleski, Kate Conetta, Kevin Walston, Dr. Kara Casimiro, Rich Jalbert, Dr. Anne 

Mead, John Spang, Michael Seelig 

R. Chaleski called the meeting to order at 6:11 p.m. and opened the floor for nominations for chair of 

the Facilities Committee.  A. Russo nominated L. Zagottis-Britton, seconded by M. Coelho.  All were in 

favor.  Motion carried at 6:11pm. 

R. Chaleski turned the meeting over to L. Zagottis-Britton, who turned the meeting over to K. Walston.   

K. Walston gave an overview of the current ongoing building projects and leases.  There are several 

leases throughout the city.  Administration office space is located across several separate buildings on 

Beaver Brook Road.  The District leases space for the Reach, Endeavor and Adult Education programs, as 

well as central registration and early childhood classes at the Sacred Heart location.  The Granville 

Avenue site is not included in this discussion.  The District’s Finance Office is working to seek 

opportunity for space that may be more efficient in productivity and financial sense.  Subsequently, the 

committee will be updated on current leasing costs and any findings of other options within the 

community. 

K. Walston reminded the committee that additional space was utilized at the Danbury Primary Center in 

Brookfield to maximize social distancing for kindergarten classes at Ellsworth, Stadley Rough and South 

Street Elementary Schools.  Investments were made at the Danbury Primary Center for upgrades at the 

site and further upgrades would be necessary to remain open.  In addition, the site would require 

additional transportation costs.  The decision was made to end the lease and return the kindergarten 

classes to their home schools for the 2022-23 school year.   

Director of Public Works for the City of Danbury, Antonio Iadarola, will join the committee at its next 

meeting on February 17 to provide updates on the Danbury Career Academy, the Ellsworth Avenue 

addition, and potential for additional space at Great Plain Elementary School.  

Rich Jalbert provided an update on sites and facilities. 

Facilities projects: 

• Created a quarantine room in King Street Intermediate; 

• Installed wall at King Street Intermediate to separate Media Center from classroom space; 

• Painted Pembroke gym over the summer; 

• Removed and repurposed three knee walls at Stadley Rough and cabinets at Park Avenue to 

accommodate social distancing mitigations; 
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• Installed ADA accessible sidewalk at Hayestown; 

• At Pembroke, created office space between two classrooms during winter break; 

Security Updates: 

• Two additional cameras and one additional card reader installed at MRP; 

• Video recording device replaced at Stadley Rough and one camera added; 

• Burglar alarm installed at the Sites and Facilities warehouse; 

• Card access installed at the Board room entrance; 

• Two additional card readers installed at Great Plain; 

• Converting to the Avigilon camera system at Ellsworth and AIS; 

• Installing additional cameras at Morris Street. 

Public Building Improvements: 

• Replaced front entrance doors at Rogers Park MS; 

• Elevators replaced at Broadview and DHS C & E buildings; 

• D elevator replacement scheduled for completion by end of January; 

• Replaced 3 water heaters at DHS and 2 at Broadview; 

• Oil tanks at BMS, RPMS, KSI and KSP are scheduled for replacement over the summer; 

• Awaiting a quote to replace one of the boilers at RPMS. 

Ellsworth Annex Updates: 

• Ductwork is being hung for the HVAC system; 

• Fire system has been run; 

• Electrical is roughed in and near completion; 

• Stationary windows have been installed on 2nd floor; 

• Delivery of 1st floor windows are two weeks away; 

• Electrical and security equipment were purchased months ago to manage supply chain issue; 

• Furniture is expected to arrive by 2nd and 3rd week of August; 

• Construction department is recommending no summer school as they will need to work in and 

around the building. 

The floor was opened for questions. Discussion ensued. 

Mr. Walston explained Michael Seelig will be the point of contact for the Committee.  The agenda for 

committee meetings going forward will be set collaboratively with the committee chair prior to its 

meetings.   

A. Russo moved, seconded by R. Chaleski, to adjourn the January 27 Sites and Facilities Committee 

Meeting.  The motion passed and the meeting adjourned at 6:36 p.m.  (The meeting was recorded.) 

 

       _____________________________ 

       Rachel Chaleski, Board Chair 
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